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MYTHOLOGIES
#e

Don D'Ammasea

19 Angell Dpive
gast Providence
Rhode Island 0291l

November 1974

Let us compare mythoiogies;
I have learned my elaborate lie."

= [Loaonard Cohan

MYTHOLOGIES 1s & personally
oriented fanzine dddicated %o
the proposition that there is
no such things as reality or
objectivity.

MYTHOLOGIES will appear as
often &s I can spare tha time
end monoey. Next issue will
probably appear in January.
Print run this issuse will

be 80,

MYTHOLOGIES may be had for
loc only. Contribwticns will
Be considered but are not
solicited.,

All contents by tho editor
unlegs otherwiss specifiod,

Cover this iasue i3 by:

DAVID MACAULAY

Readers might te interassted

to know that Macaulay's first
book, CATUEDRAL, is a selecticn
of tho Book of the Mcenth Club,

in thoir Xmas Children‘'s Catalog.,
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1 have long considered Theodors
Sturgecn to be the author to
whem I am most closely attuned;
as though hig stories welre

being related dirsectly Lo me
rather than through the ciumay
medium of the printed srord. “hnern
I rscently began attempting s
personal definition of "maturity"
it was only logical that I look
up his clasaic 1947 novelette of
the same namoe., Thers nmust,; I
felt, be a bettser definition then
tho dictionary'’s vegue rafersnce
to having reached a stage of full
development, which saems (o0 me

to be dofining the word in terms
of indeterminate measurement,

Thoe noveletts centers on Robin
Enzlish, & young genius who
bssomes involved with Dp,
Margaretta Waonzell, an
endosrinologist, who diagnossa
his erratic bshevior as a
malfunction of his endocrine
system, retarding his normal
maturation: “Robin, Robin,
you'ro such a2 child?" Despite
his manifest talents in a wide
renge of areas, Robin renains
Tinsncially unsuccessful becausc
of his inability to deal
pragmatically with his world or
his talents., After subaitting
to treatment, he bncones far
more preoccupied with hiz own
nature, and spends the balance
of thoe atory gseelking the true
mwaning of "maturity"., Hiz
ultimate decision that "Enough
1z maturity" clearly impliea
that Lt can only be defined in
limited, relative, psrsonal
ways, that whet might be termed
mature in cne person ig not in
another, and maturity within en
indivicdual is uneven and perhap:
indefinable, So I was loft
without a pragmatic dsfini¢tion,
though I did hsve some now
directions in wnich to lock,



Kesping in mind Sturgeon’sz warning that "most pecpls describe
neturity as an extansion of themszslves™. | decids«d tentatively €o
define it as & measurs of the willingness «f individuals to accapt
reaponsibility Por their own zctimms. This siruck me ae for more
specific andé ueeful than the varicus definiticns oiferec by
characters in the Syuregeon story. A psychiatrist, Tor exemple,
defines maturity as "the condition achieved when sanity exists within
an orgsnism at its ontogenetlc poak", leaving "sanity" undeflued,
Cthers usge similariy sobjschive tavms 1iks emiiional balzance, full
devolopment, and adeptability,

I initially applisd this tentative definition to one of the more
controverskal gubjects of late, amnesty for the draft resisters.
Obviously those who chase to i to jell rabiter than into tha service
were acting In a mature fashion, by my definiticn, although this doeas
not necessariiy lmply that thoss who flsd (¢ Canadsa c¢r elsewhere dig
not, ot those who now insist thaif they should be z2llowed back into
the ULS. without suflfering the coasequencese of their scticns ave
vehaving immaturaly. The rightness oy wrongness of the draft syectenm
and the war itsell are immaterial; the consaquences of thalr scticns
were clear from the begidnning. end they chose axpaetriation., On the
other hand, members of the military whe ~= 1like Lisutenant Tallsy -
insist that they have no personal respensibility for thair acticns
becauss they vers just following arders ars no mora mature thaxn

the welfare wmothsar who conitlnues to have childrsen, oven whsn it 15
clearly detrimental to both herseif and ner femily, Implied in the
foregoing 1s theo totel organization of tho miiltery arcund the
concept of veluntary Inmaturisys.

I was recently 8xposed ts & more graphic example, Jeue Welters 1s

the local repeirmen for Monros Calculators, whose sguipment is used
extenzively in my office, On his lest vi=zit, Jge apun uwz & tale of
woe about his waywerd, 22 w@ar old scn, who has left home and wantiz
nothing further tc do wisn nis fathsr, Jos dascribec to us the
various measurss he had taksn during the boy‘s adolsscence iln c<rder
o diacipline him, He had rade ssveral trips to the local scheoel,
urging the iveachars not to let nls zon got away with anything., Woen
hs learned that the voy had stolen 2 cer for a joyride, he personally
celled tho police, reported i%, and refuzed to appear in ccurt with
his son, Yhen the boy giradusted Lrom high echeol and refusad te gel
& job, Jce mede a vizit %0 the lecai draflt bLeoard and demandsd that
ey induct him, "Theyid eithex have mads him a man or troken nim."
Unsurprisingly, nothing seems %o have workad, but I net certain
which ¢f The twe is the mors immature. Tas gon may havs a record of
delinquency ag a juvenlis, but the fsther slands indicted by his own
statements of adult delinquency, of dirregarding alz responsidbilitiss
as a parent by attempiing to shift all the obligatlions of disclipline
tc other shoulders, the scheol, the police, the courte, the dralt
board, Aind, to grsstor cr lesssr Jdegres, Jos Walisrs 1a a Sypleal
parent, particulerly in rolationshipy to eduecators, The tendancy te
wakke tsachors respensible four the dlscipline ¢f our chiidren hes done
inconceivabieo demage to the oducational process in this couniey,

and is one of %Hhe mejor ressons I sm no longer a wmewber of that
profeasion, To be denied a teaching job on the basis Shat vne is too
diminutive in staturs 4o effscitively discipline one's studeniez is a
devastating blow te one s view of our oducebional instliivtions.
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The next logical step is %o ask why such a large majority of peopls
remain immature, I, ag I think we are obliged to assume, the normal
trend is toward maturity as tize orgenism ages, thers must be
something whictn acts to inhibitv this movement., Sturgeon provides
another nhint when Dr. Wenzeil tells Robia: "Apparently the maturity
you're gebtiing is normal encugn that Focu'we developing a man-sizad
inferiority complex along with it," The Fear of being inferior %o
one's fellows is a special case of the fear of being dlffsrent in
general, Feers aboubt our place in soclety, foatered by the pressuras
of class consciousness, pser approval, family pressurs, and othaer
forces are probably the most important factors inhibiting individual
waturd tYo

This foar takes many formas., Mpst of ue are familiagy with the fear

of failure, whether it bo on the job, al school, or in our personal
lives. Many businessss ave saddled with executives who are terrified
of making the wrong decision, and on the occasions when they do,
immediatoely seek tiays to shifit the bleme %o othern rather than try

to correct the =aituation. American Home Products, a hundredemillion
dollar conglomerats conprizing dogens of companiss inecluding Chaf
Boy-Ar=Dee, Anacin, Ekco Cookware, Preparation H, end Primatone, was
at one point negoitiating to purchase the company for which I work.
The final agreement had been dravn up =2nd was s3snt o corporate
headquartors for approvel, HMonths passed, Out of curiesity, I asked
one of the negotiators why cenfirmation was so leng in coming. BHa
geid that AHP, like wecst modeyn corporaitions, made deciaions by
consensus, not fiat. A proposal floats arcund at high levelis until

a majority have come to & c¢learcuti decisicn one way or the cthor,

and then the appropriase steps are taken, I%'s o gigantic sharecethoe
bleme operation. '

Schools ars at least as bad, and the eniire educational process is
beconing incroasingly perveried. While at Michigan Sgate; enrollea
in a courss dealing with Cheucert!s Canbterbury Tales. For term end,

we wore all recuired to prepars & paper on on allied tcopic, choice

to be our own., Moat of wmy clasemates were immediately moved to total
panlc, inslsted that the professor suggest topics, which he rafused
to do. I felt wvasily superior for e while bocause I, lilke David
Sellg from Silververgis Dying Inside. am a competant hack, able to
regurgitate acceptably high gualivy papers with minimel effort,

And there are few rubjects that I don't bhave gomething %o may abouts,
So I played around with & couple of topics for several weoks, bul
found difficulsy finalizing anything because I was sgo fascinated with
Chaucer that I kept writing wmy own "tales", even rewriiing scme well
known SPF stories in iambic poentemoter, Eventually I did churn out a
paper on religious roies in the WNun's priest?s tale or scms such, for
vhich T duly roceived my B, Then camoe the blcw, The Professor; for
whom I had inmensse respect, procesded Lo tongueliasin Ghe class
mercileasiy for presenting such an undistinguished, unoriginal, boring
gtack of teim papers., “If just one of yocu had had the criginality to,
for example, &ry wriiting your ocun tale," he thundered, "I would have
given that atudent an &, rogardless of 1tz quality, just becousc hne
nodn's sunk to the depths of medicerity inhabvited oy the rest of you."
I thought of that steck of tales sitiing in wy roon, fantasized
running up to the Prof with them, saying, "Hers, =zee? I3 not aull
and unimeginative like the vast -of them.” But I was,
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T¢ be falp, however, neifther my clessmaiss roy I were onbtirsly
et Tault. . Our public school system is designed to stifle initlsitive.
We have vasigned reading lists, csnsecred libraries, assigned topics,
rigidly structured clesses and curriculo, detaeiled lssson plans for
" teachers, class schedules, and the overpowering prassurse for zood
grades, which meens conformity, standardization, ond giving: tne
teacher '‘what 1s wanted; not what the student ir capable of or
interested in. And degpite 211 that, the vast majority of. shindents
ara still inespable of reading ané writing adequatsly.. On the
rare’ occasion when innovative ateps ars Saken in schoocl syatems,
we have building dynemiteé in. the Carolinas, strikes in Wast
Virginia, John Birch Society members elscted to the scnoecl: besrds
in Califcynia, and books burnt in tho Dakotas and cleywhere,-
The result of all this is that we, presumably sdults, find thet
wo are ofben put to great diffieculiy te zct in 2 mature menner
and assume fully our personzl responsivilitiesi We wvers even
treated tc the spectacls recsntly of having the Prosideat of the
United States say that whils the ultimate roesponsibllity fow
Watergate was his, it was not his fauli, ‘

Even our fear of failing is simpiy perbt of a greater Year, thet of
being differsnt, £ everyonec failed, we wouldn?s mind cur own
shortcomings nearly as muchj; misery loves compeny. -Sturgeon hinta
at this when Dp, Wenzell warns Robin that "You are going %o find
out that one ¢f ths prices you must pay for tthis privilege of
becoming an aduit is the control of the noises your mouth mekes.”
To ansure that we are not diffsrent, ws 3stablisn institutions to
tell us how to behave -~ churches to dacide moral issues and
governimnents to enforce them, Individuals abdicste their responaibi-
1ity to wmake Gheir own decisioms in order %o bs gaecure in their
conformity., The end result is such idicey ar censorship based gn
Veoommunity szitendards®, posing as a case of majority mule, in
actuality & case of minority rule inflicted on an uvnawars majoriity.
George Bermard Shawv rocognized this trend long ago: "Liberty
neans responsibility. Tnat is why wmest wmen dread it,"

I wish that I could foesl superior to nll this asnd insizt with
justificaticn that, having bacome awars of my own lmmaturity in
these reospocis, I have corrected or will correct myself in the
future, This is obvicusly untiue, I%m as much e produet of my
environmont &z anyone else, and while writing sttis night dispel
somo of my sccumulated bad karma through eatharsia, the fact is
that I will continue %o bsheve preity mich as I always have., In
this respec$, I think I have avcided Sturgecnts charge that “the
more erudi%te end artliculate 3 man gots, the more he fesls that the
rest of ths world lacks whet he has, snd that therefore maturisy
is his condition, immaturity is ths state of those less gifted than
us.? Unfortunately, ilke it or not, we all are ultimetely foresd
to face %he conzaguances of cur ecticns, for, as Gavidasr Dozcis
points out in "A Speciel Kind of Morning', "We make our own
heavans snd hells.®
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Prez ODD TALES #5:

“The house is ns longer on its pressnt site.” Tom Collins



ARRANT KONCOTNSE #1
by Paul TiFilippc

At this moment. work is going forward on g plan to helt population
growih, with or without she cunsent of everyone concerned, The

achome 1a fupnded by dozens of nations, ané is directed by & commissicn
compaged of 6zlagerss from the participating countries.

Tre nlan consietg of geeding the present population with a iarge
number of steeils clones, just as sclentists have previously fillsd
nogguito swerns with sterile mosquitos., The clones will be those of
ssrunlly atrragtlvs people and will vary ameong many aesthe*lc norms,
Treir stvractivenecss wiii be onhanced by s genetic manipulation which
will cause the clones to sweat a combination aphrodisiac and
affection-sti~rulant which will be Irresistible., Normal males and
famales will be unable to compete sexuelly with the cionses; and ail
breediniz will cccur on & normal to clone basis, Naturelily, it will
be fruitiess,

Although, with ths introduction of the clones, thers will be &n
initiel incresse in the population, ths numbers of mankind wiil scon
drop, At first, dus to the smail number of cicnes available, not
svervone will be able to mate with one, but their mere presence will
turn normalis off to sex with other normals, Eventually, as the
population shrinks, and more clones becoms available, sach nurnmal
will find a partner snd be h&ppPy.

After about 50 years, when the desired level ls reached, the clonaen
{who will have been reslessed at the age of 3% wWill have dled s
natural death, and co.aventional sexual relationz will be resumed,
although there might be conziderabls heartbresak. IHumanity will
have been saved from 1tself, without having to axerclise any will
pewer a% all.,

Next issue: If all ths Red Chinsse simultaneously Jumped from high
platforms te the ground, would the Zarth be pushsd out of orbit?
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A Modern Ozymandies

by Lee Carson

I wot a travsller from en antigus land,
Whe gaid, "I saw proiruding from ths sea,
& brazzn toreh eclutched in a 1ifeleus hand
The same, like an Excalibur, as to damand
The Light from 5ll Eternity.

"My findinga saw an 2xpecdition planned,

which scon unsarthed & c¢ryptic aeript,” sald he,
"@rom out that radic-active ser and ssnd,

In words of eiian, long=forgot command
Inscribed, ¢Stetus of Libersy®",
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FARABLES: A is For Aandahl

Vance Aandahl is cne of ths wmost underestimzted writsrs in the
Tield of science ficiion and fantssy, perhaps bscausze of his low
output, particulsriy in the lsgst few years. Ssverasl of the

storiass wnich he hag sold to SF magazines have not even properiy
been within the genre. but his s3ioriss are so rars and 80 exceileny
that it is not surprising that editors snatch thom up, regardless
of their classification, It is nct a fiuks that 4gndehl sold a
story to Piayeny when he was only 19,

Aendahl's writing ability was obvicus from the onset when, at i7,
he sold "In's A Grsoat Big Wonderful Ujiverss' to F&SF, With an
imprezsively sconomical use of words, the suthor paints a vivid
setting == a apaceport bar on an allen planst =~ and two characters,
cne young and one old, The younger man inqguires as to the convents
of a mall bag hung arouvnd the neck of tho clder, The latter
explaing that it 1s & sample f eerth sné grass rrom barth, which
wad destroyed years earliar. Ths younger man then says: "A1l your
1ife you've carried a bmg of Zarth.” Tho older man replies: "No,
boy. ALl my 1ife a bag of Havth haz carried me." This reverse

o¢f the curse of the Ancisnt Marlner sccomplishes in a few pagesn
what other writers hawvs apent novsies attempting, with less success,

This was fcllowed by "Muyn on the Besech™, o less egatisfying ovut

8t11l pointed criticisw of human pride. Using the same formai;

a vigastie lspgiéh glimpss rather than an invelved plot, ho presentis
us with Alan Bronacn, an egotistlc sxplowrer from Baprth., the scle
gurviver of a massacrs on an alisn planet, As ne stumbles through
the carnage, he becomes aware of {hs Iransience of humen life,

of his rslative Iinsignificance in the scheme of things. "I memorios,
when memories go, I go." His pride and egotism dicappear, and hs
welle a passing send crab, "™ao to say I better than yout”

"Cogli Dpove His Cer Through Heil" is probebly not a fantasy at ell.
Cogl is a white mechenic working in 2 blseck ghotts, who tries
urnsuccessfully to gzain acceptance In the commwnmity., Many of his
customers blame their troublsz an the Dgvil; sc one drunken night
Cogi determines to go %o Hell end tweair the Devii's ness. When hs
wekens ths Tfollowing merning with cenfused memories of thse preceding
night, he iz greeted by his neighbors sa & friend, The actual

trip to Hell; if it did take placs. happens off gtage. The integrity
cf the pieco, the delineation of the characters, is independsnt cf
the fantasy olemeni,

"parfgerth”, a fantasy. is the most akillfully exscuted of Azadahl’s

stories. 1%t wae &lsc the first of his stories toc have an extendsd

plot, Darfgearih, 2 wandering minstrel with n maglic mandolin, is

the centreal character, Hs 13 nelther good nor evil,; but both ~- like

all non., Aandah)l amphasizes this in his descrintion of the mandolin:

"in this maendolin, evil and good wsras bound intimately togethar;

zhus bound, they uttered the seng of iife," Darfgarth arrives in a
n8ll village and deals with thres nsopla: a wild boy prone to

siolence, & voung virgin named Sally Loatz, and an older viliagex

named Lorr Guinn.
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Darfgarth becomes infatuatsd with Sally, and uses his enchsnted
mandolin to lull the villagers into a trancelike sleep, during which
time he deflowers her., This is the first instanco in which he
corrupts the innocent. Hia reference to the "God-like" nature of
his music indicates his megalomania. Following Sally's seduction,
Darfgarth bsfriends the wild boy and teaches him the three aspects
of God: truth, beauty, ané justice. Each time that Darfgarth

spoaks of %Shese, he reflects on how they ars qualitiss which he
possesses,

Eventually Darfgarth surprises Sally and Lorr Quinn in bed together,
Enraged, he uses the magic mandolin to transform them both into
snakes, then flees into the hills with:the wild boy. Ue tells tho
boy what he has done: %It was just. Cod is justice." The wild

boy protests, "But you're not God." Disillusioned with his mentow,
the boy kills him, justifying hie own actlona by saying, "It was just,.
God 12 justice.,” Thusz his corrupiion is also complste,

"When Lilacs Last in the Dooryemit Bloomsd"™ sppeared in 1962, This
is another plot centered story set after a nuclear war, Aandahl
ueges stock SF concspts: the splintering of seciety, telspathy,
mutants. Robert Smith is drawn out of the ruins of his home city
by a frigthening telepathic volce, He is captured by a commnity
that practices an altered form of Christisnity., Ultimatoly, ths
entire co'munity is deatroyed by the telepathic entity, an organic
computer complex. Aandahl is agaln commenting on the nature cf
good and ovil, Smith refers to the %olce as that of the Davil:
the villagers consider i{ to be Cod, In the lcong run, it makes no
difference, Asandahl tells us clearly that "morals had died with
civilization",

Three minor storles appearsd about this time, the early 1960fs,
1492633 Marlon Brandos” deals with a talepathic projector who
tranaforms all of the men in her city into replicas of her idol,
Marlon Brando. "The Unfortunate Mr Morky" tella of an individual
who 1s oendlessly multiplied in time because of a timewarp, FP&SF
published another mundans story, "Ths Riddle Song", in which an old
daerelict’s dignity iz measured against the cruelty of a group of
chilédren, The story attempts unsuccessfully to portiay the old man
as repgosentative cf "everything that is romantic and imaginative
in man®,

"Adem Fpwst", from Playboy, is a realistic look at a romanticized

SF concept. After a cataclysmic disaster. pirobably & nuclear war,
mankind exists among the ruinsg of his civilization, reduced to
competing with dogs for fcod, Aandahl's hero is the kind of man we
all know, not a supsrman who singlshandedly seta man back on its foeet.
Adam Frost i3 a coward who allows other mon to dis for him, who

feels that the best use ne can malte of a library is as a hiding plsce
fer his hoarded food, who suffers from radiation siclmess which has
already deformed him, When one of his compenicns nctes that "we ars
all very weak", Adam ropliez, "We always were." Ultimately he fulfills
the symbolism of his namo by father a child, while raping a young
gir»l, "Then sprawling on a heap of refuse, Frost madly gave life to
menkind®s f£irst new child..."
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"IhesWeremartini". is en smugingsconcept, dettiy handled, oftay ol
‘.college professcr whe pericdicsily ‘changes intodd mawsind . o "A Lo
Crown of Rank Fumiter"” i3 the least succassful sef shandanl bs Lost-~
disastey stories.’ This time ths intelliectual Rigtow Pledmoerifs i
Cliver I1I, who has maever carsd: tosbe "aspsriiof sthe Wuran mow! 7/
discovers:thai-his educatlion andsbackgrdund hele fwid viot at mplasT
when clvilization is destroyed byrdiplépue, .Evantusilydwlls iIndodénce
and ymafvate are: lost ms ho fs caughtupiin the dshibefiia lyoung wirl.
+2OERBRECR
Four years wore {0 pass btefors the next Aandahl atory appeared,
:2and somathing had been lost aledgnthe wdw. 1Al thiasgiivsile Wrattamanship
remains, the spirit 1a gone from.the thiod:storibs aickiappenred in
1968:1969, “Heyorid the Game"™ is almainstFosn starmy dboutiia youkg
boy ‘ropelled by the cruslty inheredt in o 'hightsehookizawe Tthat Tl
knew as "Bombardment®™. "Drocl" iszca trividl piecsfabout tadfuturad
in which food is considered chbscene, "in Adventure in $hd Yolla
Bolly Middle Eel Wilderness', Aandahl's longest publishisd work,
recounts the mating of a lonely female yoil, ox abominable snowman,
with an ailing, neurotic college professor, He is unable Lo satisfy
her 2sxually and, in frustration, she accidentally kills him. The
story is equally frustraving. The characterization lz aketchy and
the resclutlon unsstlsfying. sendahlis peint is obscure ait beat,

Five years have now passed since this last appearance. Hopefully,

ve wilil be presented with another bsftch of storiass shortiy. Perhaeps
Aandahl will have regained during the iInterdim the freshmess of vision
that made bis earlier stories 3o cutstanding, '
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FABLE: Starting From Scrateh

Mo=t people have a soft spot in thedir hearts for newborn kiitens. so
whon a stray cat snesked into our warshouse 8% Taunton Silversmiths
to have hey litter, no cno was wllillng to evict: her, She stayed for
several weeks, and cne by one the kittans wars removed Lo foster
homes, When theo irst was gone, the mother was sscorted to the door
and ths broken window that allowed her in initislly was repalred,
Everyons concernad felt noble and warm sbouf the affair., until this
week,

Monday was quist, the lull before $he sztorm, Tuesday proved very
different. The hkittens had iived in a sm2il room full of inaciive
records, mountains of paperwork, which are kept ah the reer of the
corrugated box esterage area., This part of the wearehouse i3 ravely
visited, so at least & couple of wesks had pascsed since the
departure of the kittens, Tueaday morning, one of ths warehcuso
workers carried scme additional rocords doun and placed them near
the sntrancewmay 4o the record room, A faw ninutes later, ons of
his co=workors stopped him, "What the hell is that all over your
back?" GClosar exzsmination showed literally hundrsds of small
insscts == fieces, Ha stripped on the spot, picking them from wil
over his body., Ujtimately, he leit work ssariy tc showsr and remove
those he cculdn't f{'ind.

The warehouss superviscr immediately requiszitioned bug sprsy. That
night, shortly before leaving, he smptisd cns cen sach of Black Flag
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end Rald into the room; clozing off all doors and windows. ‘hen
he came in Wednesday morning and checked, all was quiet. Taursday,
I was talking to the warehouse supervisor when one of the 1ift
operators reported that flesas had appeared in a second location,
This area was aprayed also, and an inspection of the entire
warehouse revealed no further infestetions. There was nothing
that we could see fer them to live on, 80 a serious problem was
conaiderec unlikely, Little did ws know,

Friday, things csme to a4 rapid boil. Fheas were now located in
various parts of the warshouse, and the employees were refusing to
work near tham., An exterminator informed us thet some flees can
live quite well on mucilage, and corrugatsd boxes are held together
ty glue. The supsrvisor was about to order a case of dbug spray
when it happened that I nesded to refer to some papers which wers
kept at the scene of the originel manifestation, the records room,

I never gnt through the door. The entrance 1s hidden around a
dogleg, so that you couldn’t see enythlng in the rocm until you

were stepping into 1t, As I was coming down the blind side, I

heard a strange sound. I stopped dead in my %tracks and concentratsd,
There was a constant, distent thrum of crackling noises, 1llke Rice
Krispies, as of myriads of small lnsects jumping across a concrete
floor, Discretion being the better part of wvalor, I called ths
supervisor and, armed with a can of Rgid splecs, we entered the

rocm, spray cana fizzing.

We were confronted with a scene right out of a"C"SF movie, The

entire floor, the shelvea, filing cabinets, piles of paperwork, hoxes,
and miscellaneous litter seemed to be hidden under shimmering waves
of movement, I have never heard a more threatening sound than the
constant chatter of lititle bodieas lusting after my bilood, And 1t

was apparent that they sensed our precence, because the near sector
of insect% turned as with & single mind and lurched in cur direction,

We beat a hasty retreat, but notl hasty encugh, and both of ua spent
several minutes picking minuscule insscts out of ocur clothing.
Ressonably securse in our persons, my companion began locking all
entrances tc the area while 1 called the plrnt engineer and requested
bigger artillery., He showsd up shortly with four industrisal

gtrength timed bug saprays,

"Put one of thosea in each corner of the room when you leave tonite,"
he said, "and by morning they’ll &ll be dead,”

it

"If you think I'm geing back in there," said the asupervisor, "you

ars out of your mind."

Eventually a2 plan was developad by which the four bomba could b
rolled, dropped, and placed in the rcom wlth minimum exposure.
Ths belance of ithe corrugated, which was only mildly infested,
would be treated by routins apraying. The weekend pasasd.

Mondey marniag, the supervigor and I unlocked the door to the
records rcon; from which there was atill a stemch of bug spray.
When the door was finally unlocked and swung open; a veritable
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horde of insectus emorged, lively as aver, Fantastlc visions
passed througt my mind,. The stray cat had obviously wanderod
noeer a nuclear plant and had been expossd to radiomctivity.

Hor mautated fleas had fed on mucilegs wnich contained sn experi-
mantal adhesive, and this had furither aggraveted their genetic
makeup to produce a superfisa, impsrvious te g&ll insecticides,
able to multiply past all rsasoning; which would supplent man on
earth, And I had been witness te itz very cnsel.

It didn'%t work out that wey, thank nsavens., &n esxterminator

was callad in., Although ho admittad that he had never seen anything
like it; he sealed off the entlrs warehouss and pumped it full of
po3son gas thrse consocutive days. On the merning of the Ipurth
day; 811l was quiet, Investigation shows plles of dead fleas in

somo places over an inchn deep.

Shortly after this happened, 1t occurred Lo me to wonder sbcut

the corrugated boxzes which had 1ef% the warshouse during this
pericd., Wors some of the floas perhaps carrisd in thom, feeding
unsuspected on thelr mucllage? I mude diserets inquiries in ths
packing depertment and learmed that, yss, the packsPs had been
complaining of Insact bi%es., I went from thsrs %o the stock room,
whers the packaged 1ltemz sit prior to ahipping. ¥Yss, they also
had been having troubls with swall, biting insscts. Aand these
boxes nhave been shippsd all cver the country, and to Australie,
(Wateh out, Leigh Edmondsi)

S0 the next time you have an 1tch, no matter where you may be,
think about our waywardé kittens.
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The Crime of the Ancisesnt Marinesr
(or)

Investigation of $he Inducticn ¢f an Awarsneres
of Bvil in%to an Iantersasted Extraterrestrial

It is mn ancieat Mariner
And 1%t atooppeth one of thres
0f the Mertion entli-missiles
That reach proxinity,.

It tells a tals cf duaby daath
Of dissoclute and antique sing
It is an ancient Xariner,

And I am next=ol-lin,

<=e=alge Cargon (roprinted from Murex)
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/~ PAUL DIFILIPPO/ ,

T cdon't foresee any end to bigotry, since I believe its causes are
built into every present=day socilety, Firsty; the competitl ve
struggle for survival and status ensurss that all ocur rivals wiil
bocoms inferior in our eves, so that we may tirample them without
guilt. In the related case of women, it is thelr existence, noi
their destruction, which is necessary for individual and racial
gsurvival, With their gif# (sometimes curse) of repwvoduction, they
become too valuable to bo risked (or aso it was formerly held), and
we reatlionslize keeping them in caves or Victorian pariors by saying
that they are constitutionaelly unable %o mensge in the outside werld,

Second; the beasic feeling of inferdcrity that meny people have

leads them to booast their cwn faltering ssnse of self by degrading
others, Also, thoy prsject the traits thsy most desplise in thew-
selves onto others, sgort of 1lke the 0ld curs for warts that allowed
you t0 wigsh yours off on somebddy clase,

Granted the precading, then, bigotry will always exist until the
world bescomes a single land filled with materlially sscure, selfl-
assured people (l.e. Uiopla), Who'!s %aking bets as to the founding
of that?

{({Not me.)))

/ MIKE GLICKSOEN/

1 fully agree that your concern with unconscious and conscious
bigotry is wmerited, but I think we'd disagres on just what definesn
bigotry., Thers exist certaln valid generallizatlons that I do not
ciass as bigotry but that you do, PFor example, people from hottsr
climatos do tand to bs more volatile than those from more tempsrais
areas, 1 think that?s an established fact, It would be bigotry to

=il
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1ie that this explains the behavicur of every ftalian, or
&PL-PG CE wWnAat havryfx juSL ag i ) ungﬂtvy b essume
\“4b this i ths only ¢ A;i""wf o0 bG‘AJﬂ th 18 behaviocuyr of certain
DAOpLG.  Bub it could conSrincubts to scmeponets wchbions, I think.
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Yera‘s renurk abeud the soleursdt psople wae nave woprrksd Top hory
for sxample, zoundg like o 3076;J~tfa oagsd o She psosple 'she

nad hod -direct sxperlence witii, T¢'s navrfectly vessibis that the
whres or four coloured workors 3h"° krovm WSS gaadc I7 she .
meent thas sli soclsured people ara lesy for saue puV%L sl reason,
though, that's definitely lnn&te prejudice, The words shonmuelves
could mesn eithsr thing, but you ware thers 56 your interpreovasticn 5

A% probabiy correct, AS Tor Wspadianh and cur ipbred genetle
lﬁ;u“lcf“¢3; ¥sll, I thought wa'd hidden it protiy wall vp U6 nOWaa.

nelther ghonid one

18 ia, of conrse, not r latguing natter, DBub

look for prejudice in overy ramark. Seomse pesple may uel be
innetely bigottasd. Liks me, Yor sxsnple: I do nol hsve any
inherent blag agalinst any parbicular minorisy, I happen 4o think

X
Just about everyons is despiceble, {I hav & a very ilow opinion of
che general pubdblic; white, blusk, 2 grosnc:

A i* happens, my perzons2l experlence haz bsen that a largs ruabsr
of Ttalisn nonple, nsnwanllg .o Iselilan naibnba*hoaaoa tand o ba
1013yo This ssems Go be 3 oulbural shing: T%2lian nOMuﬂ geen L0
st.out fer th@iw cnlldxren mowes than scms n*h@“ culiural groups., 1
gon's hwpven o 1ike ncisy vqouv” % T donty tukn I dizxliks
Toaliane for thed psaszon, J now & Lot of Isalisns who avs Qul e,
a0 7 resiilze thot wy generalixeiion iz & gensveliizaiticon., Yen I
wﬁ‘l* thiagix 158 a valid gcwawaﬁlzaqun, LY dossu’h make me shy
vay frore Iyzilen nanpﬁe and neithe» does (he fact Lhost I besdeve
maat Chinase poopls are inherently qulast in Zheir publiec 1ivaes
seuso we Lo shy awsy from Chipose peonis, 36111, I think these
things to be generally true: aw [ bigotied bsceuse o8 thatl

({(Wo, of course nos. Gur dafiniticne of h\wstwy ara not zs rar
apari 88 you szsem ¢ leel. Jerkid nly thers are valid gﬁnara
atintinents ong oan mat& sbout any Puu»ﬂﬂpn7aszn, Jows hend not
to sal pork, ¥omen 2and te be phy:zcnmLs wesker shan wman, I%sliasns
ve7nd to ant more spaghetii then Chinsse, f2ns tend to rond more
Shan non-fana, The veraicicus aspect 48 Lhad mess necpls apply
the generalizstlon indiscrimicately to individvslaz//ff au a guled
Thalinn' )}

Vieaahd AT ST dMiVe
T eavs before me Hythologles #1., Aro you sure thei what the world
needs is gasther parsnnﬂ4ufﬁo? and so rivtle do 14 thaed I can
think of soy copmenty oo, too, I have dacided ¢to take the drestlcs
expadiont of gtanding mp for bigolry, toe wii:

I weuld isagins %hat gveryons on youy waiiing Jlsh shares your
Tolgotry ehoul bigets". (And nrobably nesrly 21l of ue alao have
Nﬂ‘aﬁionm who dony vorlize Lhey'pe dlgons Ve he¥e ¢hiad mo puch

4 5
T grente g tnat ve Torges ihero's maoather alde of the issus -
4amu¢v Lha“ chere ars identifiable *tqlk-/ﬂ°*‘crnl *wa°'1, Sure,
shyy® marsly avergge uripertiss of the Fro r a1 d shovldni; e
uged Lu STE "re culiuwval

wxioa individuula; and we hove Lhak

1
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rather than genetic in origin; but all this said, they do exist,
Indeed, 1t can be as much of a mistske to neglect them in treating
groups as to conslider them in treating individusls. To concretize
the argument, I'll teke an oxample on which I con herdly be accused
of bigotry: the Ipish ars, on balance, a combative and sullen race;
this isn’t helped by the fact that they‘ne sxcessively given %o
drink; they have a predilection for celibecy and general solitariness;
and, oh, are they stubborn. (As Dr. Johnson put it, "The Irish are
a fair people -~ they never speak well of one another.") W4, #xd
ILELL¢¥4 It L3 surely not bigotry to talke such tendencies into
account (though you'd bettar be Qamn carsful how you phrase them).

Indeed, you gourself have clear-cut prejudices. I need only mention
your obvious anipms agalnst Oklahomans, or at least Lawtonians,
Lacking suificient deta, I am unable to judge whether your
generalizations about them are justified in the statistical sense,
But even 1f this bs the case, I urge you to ceution: Who knows
whether your words wmight inadverteontly inflsmo some innocent reader
to the irrationality of Oklahomaphobic bigetry? Verily, the mind
boggles, (And what’s thisa bout having to send to Italy for tires?
Aint't Amurrican tires good enough for you wops?)

(({As mentioned earlier, I never intended to deny the velidity of
some genserslizetlong when applisd %te grouvs, only fthe practice of
ascribing them to individusla indlseriminately. There are any
nunber of groups egeinst which T am prejuciced: the CIA, White
Rhodesians, Lawtonlans, the Mlami Dolphins, eto, Bu% I would not
allow my attitude ftowards individuals in these categorices to be
shaped by that projudice without confirmation., The sireets in
Lewton are demonstrably littered with an appalling variety of nalls,
screws, obroken glass, scrap metal, snd other impedimenta, That
doesn't mean I would accuge my next door neignbor in Lawton of teing
a litterbug ~- although he was, in fect, ss I learned from direct
observetion.///There was no need to send to Italy for Michelin gteel
belted radial tires., I charitably azsums that the men Iin question
were merely mistalken,))?

/ MICHEEL G. CONEY/

As you can imasgine, I was interssted by your MYTH section and, as my
typevriter was handy at the time, I started to jot down some thoughts
with the intention of incorporating tham into this letter, briefly.
Bowever, such was my unconacious feorvour, ny degsire to bring some
light into this dark world and that derk wmind of yours, that the
goddamned thing overran =« and thers’s no way I have time fo reiype
all thst crap, S0 I'm enclosing it as i% is, for you to snarl at.
Bgeeuse I secw to remenboer saying bofore: thexra will nsver be accord
btotwsen us. You are not elone =+« J'ye said 1t to plenty of other
people, But X will not fight tho problems of the blacks for them,
or the jews, or women, But I will fight for <= have fought for «-

a black, g8 Jew, and g woman., Memy times; many veople, Individuals,
you understand?

cgoaovbo

1 have the greatest admiration for somsone who speaks on behalf of
himeglf, but nothing but contempt for the person wno roprasentis &
group == whather or not he is a member of that group. Wars ars ths
final degradation of Man, and they are waged by groups, and instigeted



1 4
- LT
.LL‘,

by, thoses vhe speak on bshalf of thoae grouns. A heev*ue;?h

boxer who fights ‘bacause T want the csshf hig my ruspecta_ The
same man fighting “on behalf of ali my brothersl $A the hopa thel
it will SNCOUrago them in tieir tﬂupgla against the intolmreble
suppression wni.ch they have sufierad rer 5o longoqp“ is & bum, in
ny books., If you consider (es I do) killiing %d by the ultimate
evil, thom ask.ycurselfl which of thoseo twg hypo“h&bmﬂat ‘1ghter
would be. likely to cause Lne mth dsathuu ‘ i1
This i3 what 3 thiﬂk; but I don t nnxnk you Goﬁ 15 cucat “T8* bs
miglad, by epparently simple issues into candemning vast  sections

of ;the human race merely bacause they 3¢ what 15 qatural << thet

18, they mentally class strdngera into 3rouna° ‘Warlr naver atop

. them dolng it. . And thess groups will tecoms ingi: Jualized ‘as
stersotypes =~ becauss in many instances these Zrdugs 40 have

ethnic characteristice, and are even proud ¢f thems Witnasa the
foverish attemvts of partiy~assimilated racses Yo recpptu"e or retaln
thelr originel cultures, if you donit believa me, Persomally, I
think 1t 14 crap, and have published sevsral stoeries embodying my
own feelings concerning the idiocy of this particuler tralt of man--
to insist that his group is differeat from any other (whethar
nationelly, racially, sexually or whatevsr) thus accelerating ths
entropy of civilisatlion,

It 1s ths wrong approach. Ve ought to aduwit that groups can eppear
%o aversge out t¢ & norm {the stereotypﬁi 17 they 1nslst on
perpstuating their group identity, 4% the same time we should

deny the concept, or even the word, equaliity (egual %c who? equal
on what basis?) and enhance cur view of peopls ea individuals,

Ag I said before; individuals don‘g {ight wara,

It is possible, surs, to be bigotted about bigota, if youv lock
on ths blgot as something unuitterably evil, whosze fmults
Instantly ocutweigh any other fine charasteristics he might have,
It is this,I think, which leads you $¢ your unhsppy conclusion
that you have met rew genuinely kind pegople, There are millicns
of kind psople <= by somebody's standards«- in the world, and
I's happy t¢ say I've met mony of them., By my gtandards, which
are denonstradbly not so demanding as yours,

I think psrhapz bigot 1z not the =ight word to descrive the pseples
you write about, A bigot ja obsuipnate, Any of your characters,
given the necessary exposure to the “unknown"; that 4s, the negros,
the jews, whabtever, en aagse, would hsve ccmc awgy saving that %the
individual was, naybs, guito 2 good guy aftar 811, But your
characters couldn’t have had the neceasary exposure, or they wouldn!
have spcken the way they did. Unless they wsre totally unintelliger
of courge == and if they are, why zhould you condemn them for theiy
mizfortune?

S0 == until the groupg stop thinking of themselves ss groups, there
will rlways be & proolem, bscause no individual cen get on teras
with == can know <+ & group., A group is differsnt, it , is zomething
apart from oneself, it is monacing. Fear of these othnie snd othsr
groups 13 not so irrational s you think, It is nothing to do wishk
propping up our own 6gos., It 1s & perfectly naturel and humean
roaction to the® vhich we imagine {(rightly or wrengly) te bve



threatening us., It is the very basic instinet of self-prssevvation.
and there is no way we can permanently’deal with this vasic flaw in
human nature" as you put it. We cen iry == but it will simply crop
up again in the nsxt generation,

Your approach is sc wrong, and yet basically so well-in%entioned,

You say, "How many of ug have the courage to tell a friend that he?s
a bigot when he tells us he Jewed a price down," (That!s a now
exprassion to me, as o matter of fact. Bub I know what you mean,)
You 866, you're assuming thet bscause & psrson usea this expression,
he 1s convinced, cbstinately and beycnd any possibility of raasoned
argunent, that wmembers of the Jewisn faith are shrewd and slightly
crooked businessmen., That’s a bigot. Now «« 13 your friend a blgos?
Or is he a mnice guy who happened to uster a phrase which you didn's
1ike the sound of?

And if the latter cease is trus, then who is at fault? Your friend, in
his innocent unthinltingness? Or the large group of people who have
intruded themselves cn his sonsibilities by their histery, their
group-solidarity, and thsly unguestioned success in easily-identifiable
fieldas? Or you == for thinking in terms of csthnic slurs, and
countering them with exaggersted name-celling?

Lotts admit it all, goet the thing into the open, I habte hypocrisy
above most things, which may be one of the rea&sons you find my writing
offensive in some respects. I wWill not sling a netional anthem, I

will 20% be proud to be Canadian, or British, or whatover ths hell I
am, 1 nave been the victim of mors racial prejudice then I fesl like
mentioning <« but I'm gulte happy avoub it because I know the reason
for 1t, and I know nothing peraonal was meent. I simply removed
mysell firem it,

Enough of this sericus astuff, I have 2 massg of Jjottings around ny
house, random thouvghte . bita I decidsd wers too dirty for novels and
the like = sand 1 cams scross an interesting pisce which I wrote as
part of ny biography for Ellisonts LAST DANGEROUS VISIONS, then left
cut, because I'd already done ton thousand words designed to drive
Harian out of his liberal wmind, and I felt the pangs of conscience,
Begides, my mother or sister migh® got vo road LDV, whnersas you say
your d roulaticn is 75, The following pilece illustrates, I think, the
way tho group hatred thing horrifies ms to the extent of nervous
laughtor.

ouclMy mother was, and still iz, an ardent feminisi, Much of my
childéhood energles worse apent in tryinz to disprove her ofi-repsated
theory that women couvld do anything men could, and more competently
to0 == and what ¥was more, they could have bables, VWhich was
ineredibly pelnful, a pain 30 intense that no mers man could have
suffered it witheut going instan%ly insaens, or fainting. A lesszer boy
ther myself would have o ntracted an Infecviority complex for life,

ut I Tought back, and beat her at irtellsctual games, and wmade
nyself unplensant t0 ny younger sisteérc..

svool asked her the recascn for her dilegquist and she told mo . with nuch
hesitation, that my sister's lover was 2 French«Canddisn., “And anyone
will %oll you,” saild my mother, who is of sound £nglo-Sexon stock, "tha!
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Franch~Canzdians are very uwarallable peopls.” You can imagine
wy reliefl when I finally wet my sizter's lover and discovered

thet he wvas not, in faclt, Franch-Canadien aj all, bhut Chinese,

We were very hearty wiih sech c¢ther for soms time nn thie bLasls
until I sald something tactless end he tcld me, in ganogance; ihal
niz sallow ccomplezion and cther charaech arlstlcs ware due to &n
allergy which came on when the mountain esh trees flowored »=- and
that he waz not Chinese at ail., Hs was, he said, French-Cenadien,
Aithough, oddly enough, hs had & Chinose wife, I have an undepandlag,
nzturs and was willing to forgive the 1e11ow all thie, na””lcuLar”y
whsn my sister %tcid he hew geoat kith kids he was, He nad, woree;

to prove it. g :

Alse, time proved my nothar“s judgment aound., and Kagneun di e
appeared Ifrom our lives, lsaving but a memory. Cr noi gul e_w_incs
it was shordly reveeled to us that my sister wags prwgnantu 1% vas
around this time that I lefd ths country end all Tuturs consact

was by mall, iy wother has a glfit for desmabic writing. although
much of {he effect can be Lost due to her verbosity and a sad
tondency %o unconzcious bumour, She wroete telling me cf my slster’s
iatost provlemz,

"Poor Jane is at her witas! end! ILsst Sunday, whc ghould Surn up
but Kenneth, and there #as the most ax;u" row. I+ finizhed up with
nim boating her up and ane rexn nut o& “§his nouse, wniich shs pald fer
out of her own money, lesving that awlful man sitting thers dvinking

ner wnismy and meking hi imsel? at hom S She had %o gebt thas polics
to nim - 1% was all sg degradicg. Aqd ncw shats got 2 black eys.
and the poor little babyts got whooping cough, sud to cep it all,
her hewrse dicd of & heart 2bteck whiloe boing cestrated,”

411 the ferogoing is %rue, sxcent for = couple ¢f newe changed.

My mother can stay there <= she alrseady feaburss strengly in my
writings as Gprioca Jonss, Nows L thought the aegquence of avents;
particularly the racism; was funny, very funny. My wife, wno is

as cpsn-minded as I, thought it funny too, Xut I cen convelve of

a numder of veopls® who for variocua ressons would cendoun ALt ¢f hend
all the characters in this stery -= snd wmoald of all me, for
bringing Xt to thelr astention,

And thatis &l I do: bring things %9 people’s attention. 1 know 1
can‘y buck nature, but I propagse to try o live with 1t,.

{({X think opposition %o tho factionelization of hvmaniiy is
implicit in my remarka on blgotery., I de;lore ths necovsaity l'or
masy actiong 23 much as you 4o, Bub iai roform has to ba
lmplemented on both & speciflic and a genoral Jevnls it just would
take o3 leong to consider thoe riguts end wrengs of avery specific
cn3g, If wo creste omo new iaequity for every tws we cuye, thaiis
unfortunate, but sincs avery social acitlon we take creatzs
inequitiss somewhsrs glong vas line, itfs hardly & cogent srgumentd,
Just a3 thers i1s somo walidity to generszlizations aboud clzszes ol
people, #o is thers zlso scme vallidity to genaralizsd cures

Tho wain. point whiceh I have in the pust attempted o make about
your fictien is tha% many of your chavacbers, particu"arly HOR 61,
ers totally adsrzoiyned., 4&s 1 be$iuve I cnceo weniloned tca you,
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Carioca Jones is onoc of the few female characters youlve created

who seem to hsve any depth., Stereotypes are useful in satire, and
if a writer wants to use them as a dsvice for satirizing women's
groups, civil rights advocates, or any other institution, wore power
to him. But storsesotypes dc not work wall in a realistic story.

"The Unfortunate Episode of Mps, Hector Powell-CBallienger™" uses the
stereotyped aunt and her circle of frionds effectively in

satirizing their social attitudes and hypocrisy; the same type of
shallow characterization of women does not work in MIRROR IMAGE.

I don't believe I concluded that I had met "few genuinely kind
people”; if anything, my conclusion was that even genuinely kind
people are capabloe of unkind stereotyping, and this Is what puzzles
end distlirbs me, While, as you say, we are unlikely to coms &6 an
accord on much of the abovs, the exchange has, presumably, forced
both of us to re-examine our own beliefs, and clarify them in our
own minds, And that’'s the primary purposs of Mythologles.

/_MIKE GLYER7

T got MythoTogies the other day. I've got %o edmlt that character
at the restaurant who had it in for Italians is & real dinosaur,
Other than that observation I haven'i got a whole lot to contributs
to the bigotry dlscussion because 1t's been worn cut for me through
the last six years of grade achool where I had the "ovportunity"

to attend "intograted" (just 304 white) schocls, It always seemed
that my color mattered more to others than thelrs did to mo, hence
I tended to dismias both thoem and the toplc of racism., Frejudice
against Jews has beon less of my experience, but principally becausc
sltin color was the primary issue, end those interested in stirring
something up just didn't have to do that much research, i.e., find
out what everyone's religion was,

At the university level prejudlce against Jews was slightly mors
visible, but at USC socisl consciousness of any kind, vositive or
negative, tends to be absent. That socunds cynicsl, but whaiv!s vorse,
it's almost true. Op the other hand, with the impressive sweep of
Jewish history, the eras of psrsecution and rejection, it's not
oxactly surprising that Jews will also mske a distinction between
themselves and everyone else; yet it never fasils to irritate me to be
identifled as goy or goyiscee kopf.

Overall it's ironic that social progress in racisl and ethnic terms
has not been enough to bskan brsaking down sccial distinctions

stated con those terma, but instead has intensilfied those distincticne.
Two decades after the early civil rignts demcnsirations, ssveral

yearsz after integration has been sccemplished in Scuthern educetional
institutions, & near rict cean 8till be provoked in South Boston, and
at San Fernando Bigh (in Li, whore I attonded), raclisl violence
persists -« and- there, when Elaek, Brown, and White teacher caucuses
are seriously suggested, the criticism against their inherent raciszm
is treated by ethnlcs with contempt,

(((I firmly vellieved all aslong that the real crisis in school
integration would,could, and as it turned out, did come in the Rerth,
Speaking of which, I juzt happen to have a lotier from Boston.)))
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people’s #hlt mwsy., Tha Lyay cf 'icials sointadly ipnored my rsguests
for translier and when I Wrote wy Congresasmsn. itrieé to clailm I waz
insans and kick me cut on a2 psycho dischewvge, By this time 1 slmonk
wes ingane, and I think 1% was becauvss a couple of officors involvsd
réalized thet I Was just avbout roagy e stars 1bomtiﬂg my way ou,
including them in wy targets, that I was Tinally sransfsrrad to this
company ., Yook me weontha to “acover frem the sxgerionce, &nd it's
lef't me with a permensnt paranclia towards blacks, Fortunstely, it's
no longer as bad as it was; I no lenger got ths shakes st the mere
presence of 8 black man, end I cen oven taikk and jolte with some of
the blacks I know., Bub whemever I find mysell in e room whare theve |
ars mere blacks than whites, I still get sdgy.

{{ {(There ars alweya asome pecola around who can't walt to taks
advantage of an unfcrcunate 2ituatlon. There are many Blacksa
perfectly willing to capitalize on the fact thet many people fTeol
guilty about the conditicns under which Blacka hsve livad, snd

many others are wall ewars taat Rlack pressurs groups ars gettiang
results an 8 political level, 8heila had a fascinating encounter
with a Biack door-tec-~door selesman, When she told him that shie

wag quite sure we didn’tg need any additional magazine subseriptions.
he becams surly: "You‘d buy subscripticns from me Lf I wesn®y Siaszk,.’
Hs patently cdidn’g believe this, but thought it would be am effective
selas gilmaick. t probabdbly is, Shough luckily neittier Sheils nor I
walk around bent under tha weight of 200 yszaxs of Maude=stele Whits
guilt.

Your lack of guccesa with the Apmy rocalied cne of my own experisincedc
Wren I was in Vietnam, the roon nexzt to me was ovccupled by & -
characiter nerxed Kalmer Mglby, Mslby was about 25 years ola,
glcoholic, znd locked like a footbal- playsr, Tor reasons whizh were
never gquite clepsr to me, he took an instent dislike to my svery - 3
action and engegod in a continuel policy of herassment: turning on
his radio fuill blest vhile I was slesping, Insulted wme, climbed tho
partition bstwsrn cur rooms 0 pour busr onto my buak, a3tc. As I'm
sure you'rs awars, if you complaln to the Pirst “grzsant sbout thias
goert of thing, the enlisted men ostracize you, tnd the officers and
NCO%s would just as socon nct kmow whai’s going on anyway, So you
solve the prcblam yourself, I tried two approaches, Firasy, I ignorac
him, figuring he'd iosse intersst 1f te didn'i get a rise cut of me,
That didn'y work, Next I got him ailone c¢cne day and asked hinm
straeightforwardiy why he feit compeilad t¢ bother me, He seemed
gulte embarzssed and put off when conironted with the fact, and

1 actually had anc trouvls for a couple of weeka, But then it resumad
in full force., I wasn't sbout te fight him., he had almost 12 inchesn
and sixty pounds, end I'm ot exactiy the <talke-blum-cutebehind-thee
building-and<thrash-him type sngwey. On ths other nandg I'm not
exactly notad for baing able to contrul my temper, So one evening,
wher he drove the point of his bayonat through the partition g few
inchse abova the bunk on wihlch I was giisting, I calmly pisked up thsa
hocchmaid's bas’n of sgcapy weter and heaved it over Into nis room.

A very veot M iby was ot my door a few moments later, "Diimmasse,

in abeut fiva ﬂ;nutas there 1an’t going %o bo enough lieft of you

%c put & vandags on," I sat up in bed and uncovsred my ML6 rifle,
p01ntad v "qhit5 he sald, "You haven't got the guts to fire thet
thing.," I very uncalmly fired ouns round past him, out the doorway.

I never had eny more trguble after that nighi.









attemptini to dominate, Tino reason why many people fesr similar
groupe more than substantially different cnes is understandable;
they are mors of a thweat, In the film, The Cardinal, a Catholic
mother tells her daughter t¢ marry & Jow oF an Atheist. but not

a Protestant. The reasoning, or lack thereof, is simpls. The
basis of Frotestantism is thet thsre waz something wrong with the
parficulars of Catholicism, whers Judesiesm or Mghammedanizn are
8imply rivals, T would expect deeper hostility between Reform and
Orthodox Jews, for exampls, than betwsen Jews and Chyistiens.))})

/ ROGER SWEEN7Y
How do you account for yeur own fairly tolerant attitudes visea~vig
those of your mother and father?

(({That's a damned good question that I wish I could answer, I
obviously do have prejudices, but not of tho sams type and (hépefully)
not on the same scale as do they., Part of the answer is probably

the result of normal adolesacent opposition to the views of cnets
parents having solidified with age in%o dogma. Part may bs becauss

I had very little contact with minorities es a child, and therefors
was never in a pesition of competition with them. But these are

only partial answers, end they do not satisfy me,))}!}

/" JODIE OFFUTT7

During my carly years prejudice meant lcoking down on Elacks, Pericd,
It didnt'¢ apply to anybody or anything else., At a very early age I
realized my grandfather was prejudiced (before I knew the word) and

I later had to rationalizs his prejudice., My dad was, tovo, although
ha recognized 1% and discussed it, I den't lmow if I was or not as

a child == I never was in & position to find ocut, I do know that
J've been self-conscicus in sociel situations with Blecits. Probably
that was due %o it being a new experisnce rathor thsnr any prejudice,
(I havs also seen my zon describs scmebedy as the one in rad pants
and white hat, when the most obvious-to me-description was that he
was Black; I thought he was baing overiy liberal, but have since
decided that the red pants were truly more distinciive a celor to Chris.

The first time I ever seriocusly uestioned the Catholic Church had

to do with prejudice, Oh, I1°%d asked & couple of unansuoradle
questiona way back in second or third grade about thiugs that

puzzled me and I got because-thatls<the-way-it-is ansgers that didnty
satiafy me, but what can a child do a% thet ages I forgot adout 1t =-
at least for s few yoars,

It was in 1952 or 53, when the first¢ Desegragation Leaw went inteo
effect, I was in high school and it seemed the nost obvious thing
in the world for the two Catholic achools in town to becorie one,
Thers weren't many Black students, thelr facillities wers teorrible,
end we were sharing teachers who had Lo walk back and forth between
the schecls, In the first plece, it obvicusly pade zenss, In the
gecond place, whe shouléd better sst the exemple in cur town, but the
Gatholies? Well. it é1dn’¢ heppan. £4nd I had one hell of 2 time
reconciling that with the "all God's children are brotherz, love thy
noighbor” stuff I'd been indoctrinated with s1l wmy 1ife, Host of
my childhood had been spent hesring about the Church and ail it head
éone for ¢the viectims of WWIJ regardless of faith or nstionality., Itd
put countless dimea and nickels in boxes, end drank & iot of milk I
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didn't want while being told sbeout the peor starving children in
Furope. Y guass I never reconciled ths fallure te decegrezasa
the Caitholiic schools, with what Ita bsen tzught. (X still have o
very herd timoe scceopting gray arsas.)

Prgjudice toward Italians or Irish is honestly beyond my undsrsiandéing.
I csn find no reason for it and it seems so ridiculous to me thai I
simply can't take it seriously. I just find it funny. It's like
small town gossip: if thers'!s nothing big to talk sbout (end there
nayver i8) people ere going to look avcund 3111l they find somsthing,
nowever insignificant, Or they'll speculate, then gosaip about theic

I think that 1f these poor people are so desperately leckiung in

their lives, so ignorant, then tha rest of us just have o ignors
them,

Yt11 tell you something that I find jus¢ as uncomfortsble and
embarassing as prejudice. People who constently mele comments or
0K jokes aboui Jews and Blacks tc show how liberal they ars. They
nay not ve prejudiced, but they sure ere self=consciouss

(({(Unfortunately, prejudice against Blacks and Jews shouid sbtrike
us as just as funny as prejudice sgainst Italisns mnd Bincks, It
gots a blt harder te laugh when prejudice ia dirschied agalinst you
parscnelly., Itls also hard to ignors pesople of this naturs when
thoay sare in such sn apparently large ma jority.

Your disillusionment with the church reminded me of one of the more
niemorable days of my high school years, Through a series of avents
which does not remein very clearly in wmy mind, I found nysell ons
dey dating cne of the more desireable girls in wmy class, Sandi
was a very nice perscn, though a blé prone to religicus excesseg,
J had long since lost eny firm belief in the Methedia® Churen,
al though I still attonded sporadically. Sandi was also a Hethodist,
and one day she announced that a nearby Methodist <chureh was
spensoring & series of speckers for aw all day sesaion Saturdey,
end would I taks uer, How, Churecn meestings wers nsover exactly ny
idea of a date, but I didn'ty want %o relinguish the chance to gu
out with her, so I mgreed, In dus courass ws went, and I found the
program about as boring as I had expacied., Tho spoeskers want on
endlessly, divinely inepired no doubt, and I didn?s both @ drink
of cold water and a restrocm desperately by the time they announcaec
shat the congregation would ve broken up into wvarisus discussion
roups. Ve wore assigned to ons group of about 50 people and
3ant off to a room where rows of geate had deen get uvud. The
zongregation of thie particular church was 1ily white, btut the
program nad attracted Methodists from all over the arasa, Some of
them wore Biack, and one of them was in our discuasion group,; 2
very quiet, rather attractive girl, By the time I returied from
the restroom, everyone was sestsed except Sandi and I, ALl the
sgats wors f£illed except for a neat, antiseptic clrecis arcund the
geat whers the Black girl sat., People wers standing or sitting oa
the floor rether than =it next to her, I was in & ccmbative ncod
as it was, so I rather pointsdly insizted that Sendi and I fill
in ths gap. The dlscussion centered on Bpotherhcod in Chriat; end
I took the first opportunity I hed of =pesking to polat out the
obvious hypocrisy prosent in that very room, The discusaion leada:
fonded me off with an irrelevant seriss of quotations from the Blb

(V]
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and then procesded to ignore my hand whenevsr I ralsed it again.
Eventually I could stand it no longer and insisted to Sandi that
we leave. Shs seemed extremely embarassed by the eniire thing.
I never took her out again, snd I never z2ttended a Christian
church servire agein, except 83 a spectator,

THE LESS SERIOUS SIDE

/TPAUL DI FILIPPOY

Regarding “"Metsorologist's Soliloquy", by George Fergus, I can
only say that I wes hardly prepared for its fevered, mahiac
qualities, Trily, this is the work of a man cbsessed, I only met
the author once (on a twilit balcony during the Discon banquet)
aud I don’t beileve we wsere even introduced, but he seemed a steady,
scber chap, How tThen, upon seeinz his bylina, wes I tc expect ac
magabre, so grim, an opus? I hope the lad will realize his limits,
though, and not let his Fancy dwall overlong on such subjects, for
that way Macdness lies. Nonsense aside; 1%'s as fine a takeoff as
I've seen in & while, although my favorite is still the parcedy of
"To Bis Coy ¥istress”, which ends with the line: "And now let us
discuss your tits.," Unfortunately, I have lost al)l traces of it
(the parody, not the...skip it.)

/ MIKE GLICKSOHN/

The feghcota were mmusing, althcugh I wish they®d besn paddsd out
a bit more, Half the fun is in groaning at the emount of
irrelevant background thrown in to toss you off the track of the
punchlins,

Not belng & car driver,; I've no flat tire tales to regele you with.
At leasty; nene to compere with your own sxperiencess, PBeing in
Pragus with & two~day explired visa, no Czech ai my commend, a flat
tirs on my scootser, and a Czech soldier with a machine gun at uy
back isn't even in the same league,

({(I was plonning to omit this last peragraph, Mike, but decided
it would be unfair to cancel your Czech.)))

/S BER INDICK/

Paul Di Fiifppots pisce was & genuine cautionary tals, tut I fear
1% i3 not a laughing matter with me, Pernaps, too, it was,
sditorially, too much, after the other, preceding, articles of
sume deepeir,

/MICHAFL BISHOEF;

Tee Cearsonts "Blrchers" was fine, ths ShakXespeare parody less
affective, DiFilippo?s puna? Fine, cspecially the sscond one,
A minor art form, puns. Yas, lndsed,

/ MIKE GLICKSOHN7

T've naver encountercd any prsjudice in stores cr restaurants
because I was white, or English, or Canadian, or half Jewish, ov
sven because I was a fan, But I do remember once going into 2
3mall restaurant very early one morning, just as the szun was
mising, with wmy parents. When I was elevan thrcugh fifteen,
used to go on camping holidays with my parents, and uost of thess
ware down through New Englend, Cuo morning, after we'd driven all



night from Toronto, we 3¢oppsd in an cllenignht diner ln...ars you
ready?o..Providencs, Rhode Ialand. It was the first Time any of
us had sver been to rrovidence, We were pratiy grubby, heving
travelled al) nignht 88 I menticned, Lubt we'd stopped for coffee
end %oest to tide us over unitil we voached & campsits and could
cook B proper {chsaper) breauxfast, Tho counterman was all slionoc,
apd quite friendly. Hso starged asking us about whers we ware
going and what we plernned to do., Then hs asked us whers we wers
from, Woe toid him wetld come from Toronto., "Toronio, Canddel”

he intoned, with the scrt of reverence onse usually razsrves for
Shangri-lLa, or at the very least Disneyiand: “You come from
Torontu, Canada?’ Ve all sgresd that yes, this was the case,

Then be said somsthing that?s stuck very clearly in my mind for at
least the twelve pears, naybe longsr since I'm not exactly sure how
¢ld T was &t the tims., He asked us in a vsory puzsled tone, "What
in hell would you want %o coma to Provicdence for?” I never did
find & satisfastory answer to that...

{{{A bass canard, indeed. In 211 honesty, however, as much as

7 love the Providsnce area, I make no secret of the fact that I
wag completely taken wish Toronto imct year snd would dearly love
to live there, On the other hand, when I visit Boston, Manhtatten,
Chicago, Washington, cr even London, Canads, for thei mattser,

I%' satisfied living in the seccond best metropolitan arsa in
Fsréh America,)) ) i

/ Bruce Arthurs/

oince you werae at Fort Lee once, yocu might be interested to leera
thet a recent study listed nearby Feiersburg as naving the fourth
highest rate of veneresl dlsease in ihe nation., after Washingtion,
New York, anrd Deircit. Hell of a claim to fame, Can you inagine
the e¢ity ccuncil putting that up on = sign outsida of town:

¥CU ARE NOW ENTERING PETERSSURG, FOURTH HIGHEST RATE OF VENEREAL
DISEASE IN THE WATION. DRIVE DEFENSIVELY,

({{The sign should probably wead: SWIVE DEFENSIVILY.)})

BYPASSING TIME AND SPACE
WITHE ISARELLA FIGHOLLER
==Mike Blzka

During hor tenurs a3 diplomatic troubieshooter for the Solarian
Council, Insbella Figholler ususlly I“tund her nost vexing problems
in interplanetary roliaitiona were withh the racalcitreat and hesad
atrong colonists of Mers, Becauss of the Incredibly harsh
vhysical conditions on the planet, only thous from equally
prinléive envircnments on Earth, such ag Eskimos; Australien
aborigines, and dessrt Africans and Arsbs, could he induced tou setitie
there, 21lst century Lechnology and thelir own stubbornness enablad
thew fto survive and progper whera all othersz had failed, but beforo
ceng thay began Lo melke the mest outrageous demands of Eerth and
o othar mambers of the Solarisgn Councile-=-demands which wera
usually met., Tosnks to Mars'! lower zravity and selectoad radiation


enab2.ee

27

mutation, the colonists were able to grew Ifrults and vegeiables of the
me3t amazing size and waight, Earth came to depend upon imperted Herbtiern
foodstuffe. The colonists began increasing the price by grest leups, ang
wher Earth protesied, the Martian colonias declarsd an embargo of al.l
edibles. Esrth backed down, and the incident--called the Ares Ediblae
Crisis-=taught her a bitter Lesson., Isabella did much to cecol dowa
tensions in Areas. Later, armed conflict broks out between the Martian
colonists and those granted the right to inhabit and exploifi the aster-
old belt, dwelling on the planet Icarus, Isgabella was able %o stop *he
fighting and was generaily cradited with bringing to & peaceable
conclusion the Arss-Icerus War,

Trouble seemdd te bs brswing agaln when Issbella found herseif asumnienad
to a briefing ¢f the Sorarian Council, One of the Ares colonfes had
slowad preductison to a virtual standstill bscause the Councii would not
maat what it called - simpls demandy The colony was Hew Aligeria, fouaded
by settliars frem the Mediterranean cocast of Africa, specialized in tho
growth of huge fruit. What they were demanding was & new governor o
the colony, aa the cld one had dled. lcne of the setilers, from Eskimos
to eborigines, would cooperate with officials and scientists in charge
uni.ess they wers membeirs of that particular ethnic group, The Council
coped with this by taking selected colonists and trainiang them in che
necessary areas, The New Algerian demand, however, wes unprecedentsd
and could not be met. They wanted a governcr who was not only of theix
own sthnlc group and an able administrator, but & practicing doctor of
medicine as welli The Councll was perplexed. Thaey hed soveral medical
students, bul they wers all too young and hrad nc¢ training in colonial
government, Not knowing of anyone who was an expert in interplanstary
government as well as e doctdr (besides herself, of courss) Isaballa
decided to visit New Algeria and find oubt the reason for the unusual
request, -

The rulers of New Algeria ware called days. the title ussd by goveracrs
of the criginal Algiers on Earth befure it became a FMrench colony.
Isabslla was met by the acting Dey, the formor assistent dey, as soor: au
she landed. On the wsy to his offics, she noticed the distinctiy
hostile attitude asccorded him by the colonists, "They despisze me,” ha
sald sadly. "I am not a doctor, alas, merely & pcliticlan, Beceuae I

- have nct been able to find a truas Pey to ruls us, the workerz refuss o
harvest and weigh our frult, which threatens to over-ripen and spoii. ™

Isabella prsssed him for an explanaticn as tc why the people insiniad
cn a doctor, whan the colony already had enough, and it could not bLe
logically considered a relevant qualificseticn for holding office, it
i3 not logical. The people are superstiticus,” he repli.d; but
Geferred cny continued discussion, saying it would all be graphically
11llustreted oy a visit %o where New Algeria’s chief fruit erxport was
preparsd for dhipment., So YMie tock her to the planut where huge, sweal,
delicious apples, welghing up to 3 hundwred pcunds. were rcadied te de
gsant to Eaxrth, Isaballa, legendary throughcut the solar system au Lhe
cnly perscn ever to consume an entire Martisn apple at cne sliting,
found her mouth watering at the fruit standing next tc the electronic
scales. "Our workers® Jdomand 1s simple: you must find a physician to
rule ua or they will no iopger wolgh the fruit and ssnd it to Earsh,”

"Put why?" criad Isebella in exasperation, "Why is that the only thing
that will keep your worksrs on the Job, Vhy?"

The official locked siowly frem the empiy scalss to Isabelles, "Sunely
vou bave heard that a cdostor as dey keops the appies nweighi™
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